
Getting the Best Deal   
 
The internet is a boon for comparing quotes and finding the best deal for a range of products, but 
particularly for insurance, loans, and gas and electricity tariffs.  Web sites which enable you to do 
this include moneysupermarket.com, comparethemarket.com, confused.com, uswitch.com, 
tescocompare.com and gocompare.com; however, as they make their money through commission it 
is advisable to use at least one of these sites to get the best deal. 
 
Whilst it is not possible in an article like this to give step by step instructions, the sites are relatively 
straightforward to use.  When you log onto a comparison site, you will be asked to register and 
supply extensive details, and this may seem  time-consuming.  However, you save time overall as 
you only need to complete the information once to receive dozens of quotes, compared with 
applying to each company individually. 
 
If you are concerned that you are putting your details at risk by supplying your personal information, 
you should check the site’s Privacy Policy before proceeding.  This should explain how your details 
are stored, and how the information is used.  Make sure that you opt out of marketing – sites often 
pre-tick boxes so that you appear to give permission for your details to be used for marketing 
purposes by the site and third party companies.    
 
The quote may be affected by the frequency of payments; some sites pre-tick either annual or 
quarterly payments.  Be sure to un-tick if this is not your preferred method of payment. 
 
If you have specific additional requirements you should try to find a way on the site of adding this 
information, or you should contact the provider direct.  An example might be if you have you a 
thatched roof and are applying for house insurance; if you did not inform the company of this you 
would of course not be covered in the case of a claim. 
 
Comparison sites give you the cheapest deal, but you may prefer to pay a little more for a policy 
which includes perks, such as ‘get you home’ car insurance.  Cheapest is not always best value. 
 
Sites have access to different providers, and some companies refuse to work with such sites – Aviva 
and Young Drivers are examples.  Some sites are part of a group of insurance firms – confused.com is 
owned by the Admiral Group.  You may also find that, armed with your cheaper quotes, you can 
persuade your  existing provider to reduce its cost in order to keep a good (ie non-claiming!) 
customer. 
 
As with all purchases, it really is a case of Buyer Beware, and IT4TT does not specifically recommend 
any of the sites mentioned.  A search for Price Comparison Sites will bring up numerous options. 
 
If you require help using price comparison web sites, or any other IT related problems, why not 
come along to one of our Open Sessions to discuss how we can best help you.   These are on 
Thursday 12th January, 1.30 to 3.30 and Friday 13th January, 10 – 12 noon. 
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We run a range of courses, a computer club, and individual training, either one-off sessions or a 
series, at a pace to suit you.    See our web site or contact us for further details. 
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